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JW Marriott Grand Rapids to adopt Sister
City theme.

Hotel, city leaders lead a push for Sister City International convention

GRAND RAPIDS,Mich. - May 9,2006 -Imagine waking upin a brand new hotel room
surrounded by beautiful images of ancient Japanese temples, white pebbled beaches
in Ghana, and a magnificent flowing fountain from the walled city of Perugia, Italy.

Such images will become a reality, as the JW Marriott Grand Rapids, currently under
construction and expected to open in fall 2007, adopts a Sister City theme from each
of Grang Rapids' five sister cities. The entire hotel, including public spaces, meeting
rooms, every guest room, and even the parking decks, will feature art inspired by the
sister cities: Omihachiman, Japan; Perugia, Italy; Bielsko-Biala, Poland; Ga District,
Ghana; and Zapopan, Mexico.

Hotel and Grand Rapids Sister City Committee officials will announce at 5 p.m.
Wednesday, May 10, during the annual GRSCCmeeting, the exciting theme for the
hotel and bid plans to host the 2009 Annual Convention of Sister Cities International.
The announcement and a presentation meeting will take place at the St. Cecilia Music
Society on Ransom Ave.

"The concept holds the prospect of both expanding relationships with our own Cities,
and creating an international showcase for the Sister City program throughout the
country," said David Mix, president of the Grand Rapids Sister Cities Committee."

The proposed four-day convention would host as many as 1,000 international and
domestic visitors, and distinguished business leaders involved with the international
program.

"An international event of this type would expose our new hotel, our convention
center and our community to an important national and international audience," said
Steve Wilson, president of the Grand Rapids/Kent County Convention & Visitors
Bureau.

-more-

Open Fall 2007
Pre-Opening Office: 187 Monroe N.W

Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503

e-mail: georgeaquino@ao1.com




